The Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation has been a leader in giving back to Arizona communities since the establishment of its casino. This willingness to share with neighbors is a central facet of Yavapai culture and is reflected in our current motto, “Never give up; always give back.”

Over the years, Fort McDowell has shared of its prosperity with a number of organizations that serve the public, stimulate economic and community development and promote education. Some donations made by Fort McDowell include:
· Local Non-Profit Organizations
· Maricopa County 

· National Non Profits
· School Districts and School Programs
· Tourism Programs

· Public Safety-Law Enforcement-Fire Departments 

I
The Arizona Tribal-State Gaming Compact calls for tribes to contribute up to 8 percent of their gaming revenues to education, health care, tourism, economic development and wildlife programs. 

The tribes may elect to donate 12 percent of its total annual contribution to the State to Arizona cities, towns and counties for services that benefit the general public. Organizations that wish to receive monies under this program must therefore establish a partnership with a local government entity to receive and distribute the funds. [please see appendix below]
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation’s priorities are programs and projects focus on:
· Education

· Public safety

· Health
· Environment
· Economic and/or community development

In order to better process donation and sponsorship requests, we have developed the following application process.  
Eligibility for consideration
To be eligible to be considered for a Prop. 202 donation or sponsorship, your organization must provide the following information:

· A completed application in letter format with:

· Name and contact information for local government entity that will accept and disburse funds to a non-profit or the contact information for the applying city, town or county.
· Organization name, address and main point of contact
· A narrative of no more than two (2) pages:
· Description of proposed program or project-is this a new or continuing program or project
· Description of how the proposed program or project meets one or more of Fort McDowell’s funding priorities

· Identification of the need your grant will address, target population and number of people who will be served

· Brief description of partners in the program or project or other entities providing funding and support  Indication of any other applications made to and/or awards granted by other tribes/nations
· Timetable for implementation of your program or project

· Attachments-Optional
· Proposed budget for the program or project.

· Identification of long-term funding resources

Timetable and Deadlines for Applications
To be considered for funding for (July 1) applications must be received by May 1. You will be notified by Aug. 25 if you are selected to receive a grant. After approval of a grant, Fort McDowell will start the process to enact an intergovernmental agreement with the appropriate local governmental entity to transfer funds.
Point of Contact for Arizona Benefits Fund Grants

All inquiries on grant applications, including the initial application must be directed to Ms. Pansy Thomas, Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Tribal Council Secretary at 480/789-7111 or pthomas@ftmcdowell.org. (This is subject to change)
All applications must be mailed to:

Ms. Pansy Thomas

Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Tribal Council Secretary

P.O. Box 17779

Fountain Hills, AZ 85269

APPENDIX—EXCERPT FROM TRIBAL-STATE GAMING COMPACT

Arizona Benefits Fund

The Tribe shall make eighty-eight percent (88%) of its total annual contribution under Section 12(b) to the Arizona Benefits Fund established by A.R.S. § 5- 601.02(H). The State agrees that the Arizona Benefits Fund shall be used for the purpose of administering the contributions made by the Tribe to the State in accordance with the provisions of Section 12(b). All contributions to the State from the Tribe pursuant to this Section 12(c), and all contributions to the State from other Indian tribes that have entered into tribal-state gaming compacts with the State that contain similar provisions, shall be deposited in the Arizona Benefits Fund administered by the State Gaming Agency. The State agrees to invest all monies in the Arizona Benefits Fund in accordance with A.R.S. § 35-313; monies earned from such investment may only be credited to the Arizona Benefits Fund. The State agrees that contributions paid to the State by the Tribe under this Section 12(c) shall only be distributed as provided in A.R.S. § 5-601.02, as adopted by the people of the State at the November 5, 2002 election, and the State shall not impose any tax, fee, charge, or other assessment upon the Tribe’s Gaming Operations.

Distributions by Tribe to Cities, Towns and Counties. 
The Tribe shall make twelve percent (12%) of its total annual contribution under Section 12(b) in either or both of the following forms:

(1) Distributions to cities, towns or counties for government services that benefit the general public, including public safety, mitigation of impacts of gaming, or promotion of commerce and economic development;

(2) Deposits to the Commerce and Economic Development Commission Local Communities Fund established by A.R.S. § 41-1505.12.
For State planning purposes, whenever feasible the Tribe will elect on or before the first day of the Tribe’s fiscal year whether or not it will deposit all or a portion of the monies it is required to distribute pursuant to this Section 12(d) in the Commerce and Economic Development Commission Local Communities Fund over the following year; provided, however, that any such election shall not be binding on the Tribe. The Commerce and Economic Development Commission shall award monies from the Commerce and Economic Development Commission Local Communities Fund in accordance with A.R.S. § 41-1505.12 in the form of grants that will be awarded pursuant to the procedures outlined in A.R.S. § 41-2702. Monies the Tribe contributes to the Commerce and Economic Development Commission Local Communities Fund shall be placed into a sub-account in the Tribe’s name. The Commerce and Economic Development Commission shall prepare annually a report for the Tribe on the sub-account stating for the period the opening balance, deposits, awards, the closing balance, and the projects for which funds were awarded. The Tribe shall have the opportunity to comment on the granting of monies from the sub-account and all grant applications must have a written endorsement of a nearby Indian tribe to receive an award of funds from the Commerce and Economic Development Commission.

